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Sonata for Alto Saxophone & Piano
Dr. David Maslanka was an American composer who contributed saxophone 
solos and chamber works to the saxophone repertoire, in addition to numerous 
wind ensemble pieces and orchestral works that have become well known 
and performed throughout Australia, Canada, Europe, Japan, and the United 
States. He received Master of Music and Doctor of Philosophy degrees from 
Michigan State University from 1965 to 1971 studying theory and composition. 
Dr. Maslanka held positions at multiple schools in the State of New York including 
State University College in Geneseo, Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville, New 
York University and Kingsborough Community College in New York City. He also 
was a freelance composer working by commission, and made guest composer 
and conductor appearances at colleges and universities. Throughout his life, Dr. 
Maslanka received several grants and awards from organizations including the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the State University of New York Research 
Foundation, the Baird Rockefeller Fund for Music, and the American Society for 
Composers, Authors, and Publishers.
 The Sonata for Alto Saxophone & Piano has become a notable standard in 
the saxophone repertoire in recent years. The Sonata, composed in 1988, was 
commissioned by the North American Saxophone Alliance for the 1989 convention. 
This large thirty minute work is in three movements. The first movement is lyrical 
and reflective, with sudden energetic bursts. The second movement is song-like 
and soulful. It is a broad soliloquy with roots in the expressive madrigal style of 
the sixteenth century. The third movement is a large rondo that is at times fierce, 
mournful, playful, and turbulent, and at the end, ethereal.
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Sonata for Alto Saxophone & Piano (1988)          David Maslanka
 I.    Moderate (1943 - 2017)               
 II.   Slow
 III. Very Fast

Fuzzy Bird Sonata Tokyo born composer Takashi Yoshimatsu is one of the most notable 
contemporary Japanese composers. He was initially an engineering student at Keio 
University, but then turned to music and studied composition with Teizo Matsumura. He 
also played rock and jazz music in various bands as a keyboard player. During the 1970s 
Yoshimatsu began his composition career, winning the Japan Symphony Foundation 
Prize for his piece Dorian for Orchestra in 1980.  Yoshimatsu includes a vast range of 
musical influences within his compositions, including rock and jazz. Since the beginning 
of Yoshimatsu’s career, he has composed numerous orchestral works, chamber works, 
and pieces for solo guitar, solo piano, and Japanese traditional instruments.

 Fuzzy Bird Sonata was commissioned by Nobuya Sugawa, a Japanese saxophonist 
of international acclaim who has won several awards, made several television and 
radio appearances, and has recorded over twenty CD’s. Sugawa currently serves as 
the resident conductor of the Yamaha Symphonic Band, and is a visiting professor of 
Tokyo University of Arts. The Fuzzy Bird Sonata helped lead Sugawa to international 
significance as a performer. Other notable composers who wrote pieces for Sugawa 
include Akira Nishimura, Martin Ellerby, Piet Swerts, and Toshiyuki Honda. The first 
movement of the Fuzzy Bird Sonata, “Run, bird,” features close interplay between 
saxophone and piano, with a few brief unmetered interjections paced by the 
saxophonist.

Shadowed             
Dr. Nicolas Scherzinger is a saxophonist and composer, and is currently the 
Professor of Composition at the Sentor School of Music at Syracuse University. 
Dr. Scherzinger’s music has been performed in Canada, China, throughout 
Europe, Russia, and Taiwan. More recently, his music has been premiered at the 
International Viola Conference, the World Saxophone Congress, and the North 
American Saxophone Alliance Conference. He has received multiple awards and 
commissions from ASCAP, The Barlow Endowment, The Canada Council, The 
Jerome Foundation, and SOCAN. Dr. Scherzinger studied composition at the 
Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York, where he received his Master 
and Doctoral degrees.
 Shadowed is a single movement piece for soprano saxophone and interactive 
computer. This work was commissioned by Randall Hall, who is an award winning 
performer of modern saxophone music with international acclaim. Randall Hall 
premiered Shadowed at the 2006 North American Saxophone Alliance Conference 
in Iowa City. Throughout the piece, the computer listens to the pitches from the 
saxophone for cues, producing electro-acoustic sounds. There are no pre-recorded 
sounds; all of the sounds from the computer are processed at close to real-time.
As the title suggests, the saxophonist is “shadowed” throughout the performance. 
A majority of the computer accompaniment consists of delayed effects that are 
modulated or filtered. Near the end of the piece, the saxophone is recorded, and 
granulated samples are played back during the last few minutes of the performance.

Klonos  
Piet Swerts is a Belgian born composer, conductor and pianist of international 
success. Swerts is currently the Professor of Composition, Piano, and Music Theory 
at the Lemmens Institute music conservatory in Leuven Belgium, where he also 
studied from 1974 to 1989. During Swerts’ time in school, he received multiple 
prizes, including the Prize Lemmens Tinel in piano performance and composition 
with the title of great distinction. He has composed over two-hundred works for 
orchestra, solo instruments, chamber ensemble, voice and piano. One of his most 
notable works is a violin concerto titled Zodiac. Swerts received the Grand Prix for 
this piece in International Queen Elisabeth Composition Competition in 1993.
 Klonos is the first piece by Piet Swerts composed for saxophone and piano. 
Klonos was composed in 1993, and commissioned by the Foundation Dr Ir. Th. 
P. Tromp Music Competition for the Benelux in Eindhoven, Netherlands as a 
compulsory piece in 1994. Klonos has been recorded professionally several times 
by artists including Duo Gaulin-Riverin, Koryun Asatryan, and Otis Murphy. The 
piece features pan-chromaticism (tonal ambiguity through use of chromatic 
movement and polyphony), which alludes to atonality while maintaining a key 
center. This compositional technique is present in much of Swerts’ compositions. 
“Klonos” is a greek term that refers to an intense muscle spasm/contraction, and 
Piet Swerts associates this word with the intense, heavy motions many saxophone 
players make when playing difficult technical passages.


